Hakka is a name given by the local Cantonese people, means that guest family that fled from Northern China to
avoid wars, famine, or political uprisings. Massive migrations have been documented from 11th century in Song
Dynasty all the way to the establishment of the CPC. And today, we also find their footprint in Southern China,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, Malaysia, India, Jamaica, to name a few.
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Hong Kong people are well known for being poor, humble, farm-based, and thrifty. So in the past, as guest to the
local, they remained very humble. They treated other people or strangers very polite and generous. Although since
the age of six, my family moved to a big city in Guangzhou, our family's lifestyle remain very traditional.
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So next, I'm going to talk about my own experience with Hakka culture in food, economy, and language. So about
food, as people were uncertain about wartime and weather in the coming years in the past, so they like to
preserve salty and fatty meats in the winter for preparation. So | grew up eating a lot of salty sausages, smoked
meat.
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And for economies, they usually planted their own vegetables and raised domestic livestock. My grandparents had
chicken, goose, pigs, buffalo, and farming land. We sow stuff that we have on the site in the town fair, which was
held every lunar calendar day that landed on 3, 6, or 9.
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And for language, because the Hakka lived in mountains, so language variants are very drastic. For me, | only speak
the Hakka language that | picked up from my own clan. | have big difficulties understanding people who are three
kilometers away from my village, not to mention in different towns.
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With massive migration to other countries, there are big varieties in languages too. For example, people Hakka
people speaks Hakka that is very similar to Cantonese. In fact, Hakka is an official language in some cities in
Taiwan, and it is an official language in the Republic of Suriname in South America.
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Although Hakka language is widespread out around the world, it is sadly not promoted in its own land. Kids today
communicate in Mandarin only, same to Hong Kong Hakka speakers.
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So my experience shared here only represent the time and background 20 years earlier. Today, everything is quite
different.
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